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p i c t u r e  b o o k 

 
The King's Bubbles      Ruth Paul  
Target Age Group 3+         $16.99 
¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƳƻƻŘ ƎŜǘǎ ƎǊǳƳǇƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊǳƳǇƛŜǊΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ōǳōōƭŜǎ Χ ŀƴŘΣ ƻƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭorious thing about bubbles is 
that they DO float away. At last he learns to treasure the moment. 
 
 
 
Out of the Egg       Tina Matthews  
Target Age Group 4+          $29.99 
The hard-working Red Hen finds a green seed and plants it. She tries to enlist the help of the Fat 
Cat, the Dirty Rat and the Greedy Pig, but they are unwilling to lend a hand and the Red Hen is 
left to do all the work herself. Eventually the seed grows into a tree and the Red Hen lays a 
perfect white egg at its base. Out of the egg hatches a little chick with a fresh way of looking at 
the world. An interesting twist on the well-known tale of The Little Red Hen. 
 

Rats!       Gavin Bishop  
Target Age Group 3+          $29.99 
Mrs Polly Piper is prim and proper and longs to keep a perfect house, but it is overrun by a 
ƘƻǊŘŜ ƻŦ ǊŀǎŎŀƭƭȅ ǊƻŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ w!¢-TAT-¢!¢ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΧ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎƭȅ 
detailed and exuberantly funny, original fairytale from award-winning author and illustrator 
Gavin Bishop. 
 
 
 
Tahi - One Lucky Kiwi   Melanie Drewery, Ali Teo & John O'Reilly  
Target Age Group 5+          $29.99 
This tale is tall but true. Join the class as they learn all about kiwi, and the truth about Tahi, who 
really is One Lucky Kiwi. With creative illustrations, combining photographs with drawings, this 
is one incredible educational story. 
 
 

 
To the Harbour   Stanley Palmer  
Target Age Group 5+   $35.00 
tŀǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪςpart memoir, To The Harbour is a poignant depiction of life around 
Manukau Harbour, the summer after the end of the war. This book captures that time and 
place with highly-skilled illustrations and a beautifully detailed story.  
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Dead Dan's Dee   Phyllis Johnston  
Target Age Group 11+    $16.99 
After the Great War, Dee lives at ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
sun, the sea and the sky, but little by little her seaside haven disintegrates. Her mother and aunt 
become very ill, leaving Dee alone. However, soldier Joe has never forgotten his promise to his army 
ƳŀǘŜΣ 5ŀƴΣ 5ŜŜΩǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǎƛŜ ǘŀƪŜ 5ŜŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŀƭŦ-broken bush country. Told with 
subtlety and charm, this is a poignant, big-hearted story of honour, courage and the aftermath of war. 

 
The Dumpster Saga  Craig Harrison  
Target Age Group 10+     $16.99 
In this laugh-out-ƭƻǳŘ ōƻƻƪΣ .ŜƴΩǎ ƪƛŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ /ƘŜǎƴŜȅΣ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
a dumpster and ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ .ŜƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŎƪǎ ƘƛƳ ƻŦŦΣ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ 
trying to impress his dream girl. Before long, the town of Dodsbury is reeling from idiotic and totally 
gross events ς until another dumpster appears from nowhere and a mysterious guy with blue hair asks 
for his helmet back. 
 
 
The Mad Tadpole Adventure   Melanie Drewery 
Target Age Group 7+   $12.99 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǊ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aŀŘŘƛŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 
she loved her tadpole and watched it turn into a frog, only to have her beloved Isabella Princess Big 
9ȅŜǎ ΨǎǘƻƭŜƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛs a very funny read, with wide-ranging appeal. 
 

 
My Story Sitting on the Fence: The Diary of Martin Daly, Christchurch 1981   Bill Nagelkerke 
Target Age Group 11+     $16.99 
It is 1981 and Martin senses big trouble brewing at home. The South African rugby team has been 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ {ŀǊŀƘΣ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ƻǳǘƘ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ Iƛǎ ǊǳƎōȅ-mad dad is equally determined that the tour should go 
ahead. And Mum is behaving oddly. Then a new school leads to a new friendship, and Martin is 
faced with a choice. He can walk away, or he can become involved in something that will end up 
ōŜƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎōƻƪ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ мфум 
and how it divided our nation.  

  
Snake and Lizard   Joy Cowley, Gavin Bishop (illus)  
Target Age Group 5+      $12.99 (pb)   $29.99  (hb) 
Snake and Lizard are two very different creatures, who learn the give-and-take of friendship in these 
warm and funny stories set in the desert. Snake is elegant and calm, and a little self-centred; Lizard is 
exuberant and irrepressible. In this beautifully illustrated book, the pair begin to see past their 
differences and become firm friends. 
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A Mini Guide to the Identification of New Zealand Land Birds  Andrew Crowe 
Target Age Group 8+ $9.95 
A handy guide to the identification of New Zealand's land birds. Condensed from Andrew Crowe's 
popular Which New Zealand Bird?, this little book has been designed to fit into a pocket, day pack or 
bag. Full of essential information for quick accurate identification of land birds, this new mini guide is 
appealing and easy to use. 
 

 
Reaching the Summit   Alexa Johnston & David Larsen  
Target Age Group 12+     $17.95 
Working closely with the author of the highly acclaimed Sir Edmund Hillary: An Extraordinary Life, 
writer David Larsen has produced an accessible, exciting book aimed at young readers in the 9-14 age 
range.  
In Reaching the Summit the emphasis is at all times on high adventure. The book tells the story of the 
young Ed Hillary growing up in the Waikato, his increasing love of climbing and the outdoors, his early 
climbs and growing reputation, then the Everest expedition and the ascent on Mt Everest itself.  

 
 

Weather Watch New Zealand  Sandra Carrod 
Target Age Group 7+      $19.99 
A must-have guide to the whys and wherefores of weather in New Zealand. Sandra Carrod explains 
winds, clouds, rain, snow and all the other kinds of weather our fair country is subject to. Lots of 
activities for children to do throughout, as well as explanations of local weather patterns in the context 
of global concerns. Includes fantastic graphics that make understanding the text easier, accompanied 
by photographs, diagrams and drawings to further explain her succinct text. 
 
What is a Fish?  Feana Tuèakoi 
Target Age Group 5+ $16.99 
A series of statements covering different aspects of what makes up a fish, in an effort to find out 
exactly what a fish has that is unique.Informative and fascinating, and illustrated with stunning colour 
photographs.  
 

 
Which New Zealand Spider? Andrew Crowe 
Target Age Group 5+    $25.00 
Part of the very successful Which series, this book makes it simple to identify a spider and learn about its 
lifestyle. All spiders commonly seen in New Zealand are covered ς native and introduced. Which New 
Zealand Spider? ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǎȅΣ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ 
identification. It features illustrative photographs throughout. 
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Salt Maurice Gee  
Target Age Group 12+    $17.95 
Hari lives in Blood Burrow, deep in the ruined city of Belong, where he survives by courage and 
savagery. When his father, Tarl, is taken as a slave and sent to the mine known as Deep Salt, from 
where no worker ever returns, Hari vows to save him. Pearl is from the ruling families, known as 
Company, which has conquered and enslaved Hari's people.  

 
 
The Sea-wreck Stranger  Anna Mackenzie 
Target Age Group 12+     $18.99 
Ness, Ty and their cousin Sophie live in a small island community: a community that has turned its back 
on the sea, and on its own past. When the arrival of a stranger forces all three to question the world 
they know ς a world dominated by superstition, fear and loss ς they each have a choice to make. With 
its strong cast of characters, this perceptive novel will hold you firmly in its grip. 
 

 
Tomorrow All Will Be Beautiful  Brigid Lowry  
Target Age Group 14+     $19.99 
This book is for the girl with the dodgy sense of humour; for the girl who likes sad songs and blue 
ƳŀǊōƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘƻƎ Ǝƻǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ŏŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ƪƛǘǘŜƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǊǊŜǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ŀƴd the one who gets 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΤ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
woke up and found she was happy. This wonderful collection of stories and poetry will make you 
laugh, cry, dance and sing. 
 
The Transformation of Minna Hargreaves Fleur Beale  
Target Age Group 13+    $19.99 
aƛƴƴŀ IŀǊƎǊŜŀǾŜǎ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǿŜŜǘΦ IŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘȅǎŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ƴŜǿ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘ ŘǊƻǇǎ ŀ ōƻƳōǎƘŜƭƭΥ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘime the 
Hargreaves family is going to live on a tiny, windswept island in Cook Strait to film a reality TV show. 
There will be no phones, no TV, no internet, no social life for an entire year. Just the company of a 
secretive mother, a stoner brother, a couple of chickens and a totally clueless dad. How will Minna 
survive this nightmare? 
 
Zillah  Penelope Todd  
Target Age Group 15+     $18.99 
Bewitchingly evocative of its wilderness setting and the heat of Spain, Zillah is a spellbinding, 
psychological thriller. Exquisite, astute, affecting, the novel brings the Watermark Trilogy to a rich 
conclusion. The first two novels in the trilogy, Watermark and Dark were also New Zealand Post Book 
Awards finalists in previous years. 
 
 

 
 
 


